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THE CONGRESSIONAL FRONT

By Congressman Everett M. Dirksen
16th Illinois District

NEW USES FOR FARM PRODUCTS

The manufacture of door knobs, handles, composition pencils and
other products is but a slight indication of the vast research field
in which the new Farm Research Laboratory at Peoria, will delve. Chemi-
cal engineers and chemists will deal mainly with corn, wheat, and agri-
cultural wastes at this institution. Exploratory work will be done on
starches and sugars, wastes, oils, proteins, industrial fermentation
and motor fuels. In the hope that such waste materials as cornstalks
will prove _seful, researches will be conducted to determine whether
fibre board, paper, industrial cellulose, and lignin can be produced
on a cormuercial basis, iIn the field of motor fuels work will be under-
taken to develope gaseous, liquid and solid fuels from farm products.
If a solid fuel could be developed for use in airplanes, it would prove
a great boon to an industry which is developing as rapidly as aviation
and would be of immeasurable value in national defense and military
flying. Some day, you may bew_aring sheer hose made from the fibres
and cellulose developed from cornstalks. If so, "Grow your own hose"
might be a handy slogan.

SELDEN WASHINGTON - REALTOR

In a very modest brick building in Alexandria, Virginia is a real
estate office. On the window of that office is the firm name of

Washington & Kane. The Washington part of that name is Selden Washing-
ton, who was born at Mount Vernon and whose father was John Augustine
Washington, a brother of George Washington. Selden ?,ashington enjoys
a quiet, unpretentious life, and often mingles with the crowds who come
to l,!ountVernon to do homage to the Father of Our Country. 0nly once
did he essay a venture into public life and that was to run for the
office of Clerk of Court. But the _Jashington name and lineage was not
enough to persuade the voters of Alexandria and he was defeated.

THIS UNDRAIv_TIC BUSIneSS

VJoodrow !_Jilson,w_ile President of the United States, refused
permission to Theodore Roosevelt to raise a division of soldiers for
combat in France, with the curt observation that "the business in hand
is undramatic." The following figures, gleaned from official files,
eloquently supoorts the statement that the war business is undramatic.
One of the things worthy of especial note is that the Revolutionary
War was the most sanguine of all our struggles. Though they had neither
machine guns, high explosive shells, poison gas or other modern instru-
mentalities of destruction, about 20% of the whole number of mobilized
soldiers came to their death. It was disease and lack of medical skill
that accounted for the greatest nuzlber of deaths. In any event, here
are the figures:

Rev.War. Uar of Mexican Civil War of
1776 1812 War 1_ar 1898

No. of soldiers mobilized 395,000 527,.650 107,631 2,128,948 280,564
Killed in battle 7,000 1,877 1,549 110,070 700
All other deaths(wounds eta70,000 28,123 12,_96 249,458 5,772
Total deaths i 77,000 30,000 14,445 359,528 6,472
Wounded 6,000 4,000 3,393 275,175 2,300



WORLD WAR

Men registered under Draft Act 24,234,021
Men mobilized in armed forces 4,791,172
Killed in action 35,931
Died of wounds 14,785
Deaths from other causes 122,558
Wounded 205,69 0

BUSINESS IS SEW*SE_

The Procurement Division of the Treasury Department of the United
States is doubtless the world's greatest pruchasing agent. It buys
everything from operating tables and medicines to cloth for the WPA
sewing rooms. Recently, it asked for bids on 8 millions yards of denim,
chambray, and whipcord cloth. This is the initial order in a Series
which will total 35 million yards. More than 200,000 ladies working
in i0,000 V_A sewing rooms will convert this cloth into relief clothing.
Thirty million yards of cloth if rolled out would extend for 20,000
miles. It would be the equivalent of 25 bolts of cloth reaching from
Chicago to Uashington D.C. and that, folks, is a lot of cloth.
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, VIE CAN DO THE SAME THING

When Washington was President, there were no railroads, no auto-
mobiles, no airplanes, Transportation was carried on by _gons and
horse drawn vehicles. It was the "horse-and-buggy" age. In that early
day, VJashington saw some possibilities in water transportation. Thus
he became a stockholder,director and president of the Potowmack Canal
Company which built and financed a tow-boat canal from Washington toward
the west. Later the company was succeeded by the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal Company and it finally built and maintained the canal from V/ash-
ington to Cumberland Maryland. Came the railroads which moved freight
much faster. Came trucks and automobiles. The canal fell into disuse.

Thereupon the Dept. of Interior stepped in, bought all the rights,
and undertook to restore and maintain the canal and the canal right-of-
way as a recreational parkway. It is 165 miles long. The restoration
was dedicated on FebruarY 22, 1939. A mule named _utt which Uncle Sam
bought along with the Canal rights pulled an ancient towboat along the
canal and on the towboat, the Navy band observed the event with music.
Illinois also has a canal - the Hennepin Canal - with right-of-way which
can be landscaped without interfering with navigation. The Illinois
Planning Com_ission is quietly proceeding with it's efforts to give the
State a canal parkway which once completed, may become one of the finest
recreational areas in the state.
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